THE   AUTHORITY   OF   SCIENCE
to develop. She found herself opposed by all the systems she
claimed to supersede, chiefly of course by the Catholic Church ;
the world was scarcely ready for her discipline. And so the
Renans and the Taines and their successors found themselves
slowly driven into some form of Liberalism. At the same time.
Science herself was becoming less arrogant, more prepared to
admit that there might be more things in heaven and earth
than she dreamed of1; but this evolution of Science was, of
course, away from pure Positivism.
We must distinguish therefore between Positivism as under-
stood by Comte and the introduction of a scientific method in
the study of political problems. The former was definitely
anti-Liberal and anti-Democratic and could be nothing else;
it exerted an influence which only the spiritual descendants
of Maistre could welcome, " Sociological Positivism," writes
Ruggiero, " even in a mild form, is for democracy a swamp in
which principles and programmes rot and fester, and which,
as it encroaches upon modern political life, has degraded its
intellectual character, deadened it and corrupted it. This
disease has turned the finest and most aristocratic minds away
from democracy in loathing and has converted the philosophical
reaction against Positivism into an anti-democratic crusade in
the interests of exotic or out-of-date political doctrines. This
is a serious loss to European public life, because democracy,
though still remaining a predominant factor in politics, has
become an exclusive possession of ignorant and uneducated
minds/' 2
The general influence of Renan andTaine, on the other hand,
has already been analysed ; but the effect of scientific methods
1  It is striking to see how Taine, starting from pure Positivist determinism,
gradually made more and more room in his thought for aesthetic and moral
factors, so that he died almost a spiritualist and asked to be given a religious
(Protestant) funeral. Renan was never quite so far away from an idealistic
outlook; in his Vie de Jesus he declares that "Tout ce qui se fera en dehors
de cette grande et bonne tradition chretienne sera sterile," and, in a letter of
1872, that "La religion repond a une realite ext^rieure; celui qui en aura
suivi les inspirations aura ete le bien inspire." But he moved, if at all, away
from religion to scepticism.
2  European Liberalism*, p. 202.
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